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Mang social-emotional skills involve both the declarative and Proceclural learning systems. As it
turns out, “intuitive” behavior that we instructors can take for grantecl must often be explicit19
taught New neural connections—along with the /oss of neural connections ’cl’lrough ?orgetting—
can help students be better learners. lnterestingly, faster learners are often less accurate and
less flexible in their ]earningﬁwhich means that both fast and slow learners are imPortant on

teams. | his wicle~ranging talk will explore all these ideas, and more!

BARBARA OAKLEY, PhD, PE, is a Distinguishec‘ Professor of
E_ngineering at Oaklancl umversitg n Kochester, Michigan; Michigan’s
Distinguishecl Frofcssor of the Year; and Coursera’s inaugural “]nnovation
]nstructori” Her work focuses on the complex relationship between
neuroscience and social behavior. Dr. Oaueg’s research has been described as
“revolutionary” in the Wall Street Journal She is a New York [imesbest-
se”ing author who has Publishec‘ in outlets as varied as the Frocecc/fngs of the
National Acac/@mﬂ of Sciences, the Wall Street Jouma/, and [ he New York
[ imes. Her booi(A Mind for /\/um[?crs, on effective ]eaming n STEM

disciplines, has sold over a million coPies worldwide. Dr. Oakleg has won

numerous teaching awards and she co-teaches Coursera’s “Leaming How to
Learn,” one of the world’s most Popular massive open online courses with some

four million registerecl students.
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